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Contest Update
Watch our Yahoo loop for winners
of the Stiletto – coming soon!

Announcing the 2015 Contemporary Romance Chapter officers:
President: Alana Albertson
Vice President of Communications: Abigail Owens
Vice President of Programs: Lisa Siefert
Treasurer: Celia Lucente
Secretary: Veronica Forand

From the President, by Laura Kaye
The New Year is almost upon us, and that probably has many of you thinking
about New Year’s Resolutions. Of course, we never have to wait for a special
date to buckle down and commit to getting something done, but why not use
January 1st as the day you commit to building the writing career you most want
to have?
So with my last newsletter note as chapter president, I’m urging you to come
up with a list of goals for your writing career that you can commit to sticking to.
Can you commit to writing 100 words a day? Can you commit to finishing a new
manuscript before June 1? Can you commit to revising that NaNoWriMo
manuscript that’s a complete mess right now? Can you commit to stop finding
reasons why your book’s not good enough and start querying? Can you commit
to self-publishing your first book in 2015?
What you can commit to doing is, of course, dependent on what your goals and
dreams are for your writing career, as well as what other time constraints you
might face. If you haven’t taken the time to stop and figuring out what your
goals are, do it now. Take the waning days of 2014 to figure out what you want
so you can determine the best path to actually get there. Because some things
are for sure:
You can’t type “the end” if you don’t make consistent time to write.
You can’t revise a book you haven’t written.
You can’t query a book you haven’t finished.
And, you can’t build a career as a writer if you never publish.
You—each of you—are totally capable of achieving every one of these things.
And it all starts with setting some goals and figuring out how to achieve them.
2015 is your year, and I can’t wait to cheer all of you on from my little corner of
the writerly world.
Here’s to you writing ALL the words!
Laura Kaye
RWA-CRW President

laurakayeauthor.com

PRO Perspective, by Melanie Greene
Sophomore Slump. Second Novel Syndrome. The post-debut blues.
As RWA PROs, we’ve all done this tough, solitary, often uncelebrated work of writing a novel. Written, revised,
edited, revised again. Submitted. Often, we’ve published. I became a PRO in 2013, and in 2014 I self-published my
debut novel and my first novella, and sold a second novella. You’d think (or so I tell myself) that I’d figured out a
little something about perseverance, overcoming obstacles, finding time to write and applying all the craft lessons
I’ve learned along the way. Smooth sailing through novels two, three, four, and beyond, right?
Right.
The problem is one of limelight. I’m certainly not a best-seller, nor, generally, are my fellow PROs. (If you are, you
might need to apply for PAN status! Though you’re always welcome here.) But I’ve sold books. Complete strangers
have signed up for my newsletter. Friends ask me how my writing is going. Even my 87-year-old aunt wants a copy
of my next book. There’s no hiding now. No self-effacing or minimizing: this is who I am. Melanie, who writes
romance novels.
Continued on next page

PRO Perspective, continued
I love who I am. I’m proud of my writing. (Though I’m not giving it to Aunt Flo. She’s not prepared to follow my
characters through their bedroom doors.) But I doubt I’m alone in having taken an emotional and mental leap in
going public as a “real” writer.
I had all the time in the world to obsess over that novel that brought me to PRO status, whereas now I’ve got
myself on a schedule. The ideas have to flow consistently; I can’t decide to spend three months drafting the first
half of a novel in another series. I’m accountable. Mostly just to myself, sure, but it’s different from the
accountability that kept me going until the first novel was published. Being visible, telling the world “here I am, and
I’m serious about this,” is scary. And as we know, just writing can be scary enough.
So if you’re discovering that your next project is developing fangs, I want you to know you’re not alone. And, hey,
we’re PROs. We’ve battled some scary monsters already. I have every faith that we can do it again.

Happy Writing!
Melanie Greene, RWA-CRW PRO Liaison

